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 PZ: I love my own book, I read it to my kids. I love the way I wrote it and the way the characters and the story come together.
But this is the perfect book to read with a sibling or a parent. The way my own kids see their history, they’re dying to know how
their parents look at it, and here, I tell it in such a way they can understand it. It’s a truly coming-of-age story, I’m very proud of
it. SH: You have obviously been following your own journey for most of your life, having been born in 1947. How did you feel

after reading the manuscript of what would become The Secret History? PZ: I was excited. I was also a little disappointed. I
knew what was going to happen in the novel. I knew what was going to happen in the final version of the book, but I didn’t quite
know what to expect. I knew that there would be a lot of sex in the book. I knew that there would be a lot of blood. I knew that
there would be a lot of tears. But I didn’t quite know what it was going to be. I felt like it was a really good mix of humor and
tragedy and politics. I felt like it was a book that I had written and I could take pride in. I was sad that the ending was not the

ending of my novel. I was also surprised by the reception the book got. I would get people saying, “This book isn’t about
abortion,” and “This is about the bombings at the UN.” I didn’t really write that book. I felt like I was writing something else. It
was like a film being viewed multiple ways. The movie was written by the creator of The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,

and all the young girls wanted to see if I was going to pull off the fairy tale. I couldn’t keep up with the expectations of the
young girls. I wrote a book that is as much about the fifties as it is about the eighties. I can’t write the fairy tale. I can’t write the

time travel story. I can only write what’s happening in my life. SH: It is a novel about the Soviet-American relationship. The
Rosenbergs are obviously prominent, but there are other 82157476af
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